BISMARCK'S LAST OVERTURE                     1888-90
dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, the limits of German East
Africa were laid down and Uganda definitely assigned to Great
Britain.
These rivalries and the perpetual claims and counter-claims to which
they gave rise, as explorers and adventurers crossed each other's tracks
and hoisted their respective flags on the same ground, had serious
results upon the relations of the Powers. At a Conference in Berlin
in February, 1885, an effort had been made to lay down rules for the
Congo and Niger basins, but these were very imperfectly observed
even in that region, and by the beginning of the year 1890 it had
become evident that serious trouble threatened unless some steps were
taken to keep the rivalry of the Powers within bounds. In the next
eighteen months the Governments concerned negotiated a series of
treaties which were in effect a partition of Africa. Under a British-
German agreement, the two Powers defined their spheres of influence
in East, "West and South-west Africa ; and under a similar agreement,
France recognized British influence between the Niger and Lake Chad
in return for British recognition of the French Protectorate over
Madagascar, and French influence in the Sahara and the North-west.
This was far from the end of the story. Even more exciting phases
were to come when Cecil Rhodes appeared on the scene, and began
working northwards from the south, and when Marchand appeared
on the Nile, after the British reconquest of the Sudan. But the treaties
of 1890-1 served to keep the peace and abate the more serious friction
for the time being.1
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The story of the cession of Heligoland to Germany enters as a by-play
into the African story and is richly recorded in the German documents.
The first suggestion seems to have come from Chamberlain, who in
these years was a warm advocate of friendship with Germany and
thought the island a suitable compensation for the concessions which
Lord Salisbury was seeking in South-west and East Africa. Count
Herbert Bismarck, to whom, while he was on a visit to London,
Chamberlain broached the idea in strict confidence, records that he
1 This' brief summary is reproduced from the author's " Short History of
Our Times."
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